	



	ELWORTH C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL

School Lane, Elworth, Sandbach

Cheshire CW11 3HU

Headteacher:  Mr N Garratt
Telephone: 01270 685170                 Fax:  01270 759310

E-mail:  head@elworthce.cheshire.sch.uk
	




21st April 2015

Dear Parents,

Wearing Of Swimming Goggles

At Elworth parents MUST provide written permission for their child to wear swimming goggles during school swim sessions.  Before completing the permission slip below, please read and consider the guidance offered in the Cheshire East Swimming Policy document regarding the wearing of goggles:

‘Goggles should only be allowed exceptionally in school swimming lessons, when chemicals in the water may adversely affect eyes. When used, these items should be made of unbreakable plastic or rubber materials. Pupils should be taught to remove them by slipping them off the head and not by stretching the retaining band, as wet plastic is slippery and may cause severe eye injury. Where goggles are not properly fitted, they may mist up and adversely affect visibility. Pupils learning to swim or improving their ability often do not swim in straight lines, become close together and clash heads or hit each other with arms while swimming, causing possibly more severe eye injuries if goggles are worn. Dependency on goggles for underwater swimming is not a factor in being judged to be safe in the water, neither are goggles designed for such activity as the eye pressure cannot be relieved.
Goggles are usually not necessary within short curriculum swimming lessons….in the instances where the use of goggles is allowed, the adult responsible for the group has the prerogative to require the pupil to remove them for reasons of safety if the pupil constantly adjusts or removes or replaces the goggles. 

Part of the learn to swim experience is for a child to be able to deal with splashing in the face and to open their eyes while immersed in water. This is an important part in improving their ability to cope in a water related incident in a canal, pond or river. Children and their parents/carers should be informed of this and children encouraged to take part in lessons without the use of goggles.’

Please note that only the completion of the permission slip below will be considered as evidence of parental permission.

Regards,

Mr S Rogers – PE Coordinator

Wearing Of Swimming Goggles – Permission Slip
I have read the above guidance detailed in the Cheshire East Swimming Policy document regarding the wearing of goggles in school swim sessions.

I give permission for my child ………………………………………….……………. to wear goggles during school swim sessions.

Signed:







Date:
